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Overview

Since the evening of 6 January, the city of Aleppo has witnessed a notable
security escalation following the outbreak of armed clashes in several of its
northern neighborhoods, leading to a deterioration in overall security conditions
and widespread anxiety among the civilian population. The military escalation
were accompanied by an accelerated movement of internal displacement,
which continued throughout 7 and 8 January, alongside growing concerns
related to the protection and safety of civilians.

The clashes were concentrated in densely populated neighborhoods, notably
Sheikh Magsoud, Ashrafieh, Nile Street, and the Syriac Neighborhood,
significantly increasing the level of risk to civilians and civilian infrastructure. The
confrontations were marked by brief and unstable periods of calm, while strict
security measures were imposed, including movement restrictions and the
closure of several roads. In addition, a curfew was declared during evening hours
in Sheikh Magsoud and Ashrafieh.

In this context, the Syrian Arab Army designated two humanitarian crossings to
facilitate the exit of civilians from areas affected by the clashes:

Al-Awarid Crossing in Sheikh Magsoud neighborhood
Al-Zohour Crossing in Ashrafieh neighborhood

These measures aimed to enable civilians to leave the affected areas under
relatively safer conditions. Public announcements and warnings were also
issued, urging residents to adhere to designated safe routes and to stay away
from military sites affiliated with the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF), given the
likelihood of these sites being targeted during ongoing military operations.

In the context of subsequent developments, the Syrian Ministry of Defense
announced in the early hours of 9 January a ceasefire in the vicinity of Sheikh
Maqgsoud, Ashrafieh, and Bani Zaid neighborhoods, effective from the early
morning hours, granting armed groups a deadline until 09:00 a.m. to withdraw.
The Syrian Arab Army also committed to securing their safe passage toward
northeastern areas, with the stated aim of ending the military situation and
enabling civilians to return to their homes safely.

Protection Violations and Humanitarian Concerns

Field information indicates the occurrence of serious human rights violations in
areas targeted by the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF). These violations include
reports of field executions of escaped detainees during periods of security chaos.
In addition, reports were received regarding gunfire directed at civilians
attempting to flee conflict areas.

The SDF was also documented to have conducted artillery shelling targeting the
Al-Zohour humanitarian crossing on 7 January, as well as preventing civilians
from leaving the area.
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These violations indicate high levels of protection risks, particularly for women,
children, and the elderly, and underscore the urgent need for timely humanitarian
intervention in line with current field developments, the activation of effective
monitoring mechanisms, and the strengthening of civilian protection measures.

Internal Displacement Movement

The security escalation and documented violations have resulted in a large-scale
displacement wave. Preliminary field estimates, based on monitoring conducted
by Al-Ameen field staff in the affected locations, indicate that approximately
51,400 individuals were displaced up to midday of the previous day, the majority
originating from Sheikh Magsoud and Ashrafieh neighborhoods.

At the same time, other reported estimates indicate higher displacement
figures, reaching up to 130,000 displaced persons.

Field estimates further indicate that the majority of displaced individuals moved
toward the Afrin area, where most are residing with host families and relatives,
while others are accommodated in temporary shelter centers.

Meanwhile, another portion of displaced persons moved toward the Jabal
Saman area, particularly to neighborhoods within Aleppo city and surrounding
population centers considered relatively more stable, where most are
experiencing unstable shelter conditions, including accommodation in public
buildings and mosques.

Humanitarian Situation

Recent security escalation has resulted in material damage in some affected
neighborhoods, accompanied by significant psychological distress among
civilians. Several areas also experienced partial disruption of essential services,
particularly education and transportation, further exacerbating living conditions
for both residents and displaced populations.

In the context of the earlier escalation and large-scale displacement, and despite
the announcement of a ceasefire in certain areas, humanitarian needs remain
high, particularly in the sectors of protection, emergency shelter, food security,
winterization assistance, and healthcare. The organized humanitarian response in
these sectors continues to be insufficient relative to the scale of displacement,
leaving critical gaps in meeting basic needs, especially in displacement and host
locations. Regarding the health sector, existing healthcare facilities have
continued to provide services within available capacities, while reporting
increased pressure on emergency departments during the escalation period. In
this context, hospitals in the Afrin area had previously announced their readiness
to receive medical cases according to their respective specialties, in addition to
the dialysis center in Jindires being prepared to receive emergency cases, in
anticipation of any further field developments. Meanwhile, displacement-hosting
areas and communities, including Afrin and its surroundings, continue to
experience additional strain on resources and basic services, raising concerns over
a potential deterioration of the humanitarian situation should the current de-
escalation not hold or if new displacement waves occur in the coming period.
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Recommendations

e Strengthen civilian protection mechanisms and continue monitoring and
documenting any potential violations during the ceasefire period, with
particular attention to the most vulnerable groups.

e Support and maintain humanitarian crossings, ensuring their safe,
neutral, and uninterrupted operation to facilitate civilian movement and
humanitarian access.

e Enhance temporary shelter capacity and improve hosting conditions in
displacement-receiving areas, while maintaining preparedness in case
returns are delayed or displacement persists.

e Scale up health and mental health and psychosocial support (MHPSS)
services for affected populations, with a focus on emergency care and
stress-related needs resulting from the recent escalation.

e Continue regular field assessments and situation monitoring, adapting
the humanitarian response in line with evolving security and
humanitarian conditions during the ceasefire period.
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